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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade/Course Second Grade  

Unit of Study Unit Two               Informational Unit 
Pacing  Five to Seven Weeks 

 
Unit 
Overview 

 
This unit will focus on reading informational text to research a topic. 
After researching the topic, students will use the compiled 
information to create a book or poster on the topic. All writing will be 
done using correct grammar and conventions.  Finally, students use 
facts and details obtained through research to write a letter stating 
their qualifications for the job as a zookeeper. By the end of this unit, 
students will have completed a core requirement for their writing 
portfolio W.2.2. 
 
 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

COMMON CORE N.J. PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
RL.2.3    Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 

challenges using key details. 
 
Informational Text: 
RI.2.1      Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and 

how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
RI.2.2      Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of 

specific paragraphs within the text. 
RI.2.4      Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 2 topic or subject area. 
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RI.2.5      Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently. 

 
Foundational Skills: 
RF.2.3a   Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-

syllable words. 
 
Writing: 
W.2.2      Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use 

facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

 
Language: 
L.2.2b.    Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Informational Text: 
RI.2.3     Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas 

or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
RI.2.6     Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, 

explain or describe. 
RI.2.7     Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., diagram showing how a 

machine words) contribute to and clarify a text. 
RI.2.8     Describe and identify the logical connections of how reasons support specific 

points the author makes in a text. 
RI.2.9     Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the 

same topic. 
 
Foundational Skills: 
RF.2.4    Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 
RF.2.4a  Read  grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
RF.2.4b  Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
RF.2.4c  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,  
               rereading as necessary. 
 
Writing: 
W.2.5    With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and 

strengthen writing as needed through self-reflection, revising and editing. 
W.2.6    With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce 

and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 



3 
 

Plainfield Public School District 
 

W.2.7    Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 
books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

W.2.8    Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

 
 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.2.1    Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 
SL.2.1a  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful 

ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and 
texts under discussion). 

SL.2.1b  Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the 
remarks of others. 

SL.2.1c  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and 
texts under discussion. 

 
SL.2.2    Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 
SL.2.3    Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify 

comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 
topic or issue. 

SL.2.4    Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

SL.2.5     Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of 
experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

SL.2.6    Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 
provide requested detail or clarification. 

 
 
 
Language: 
L.2.1     Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 
 
L.2.1a  Use collective nouns (e.g., group), 
L.2.1c  Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
L.2.1e  Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to 

be modified. 
 
L.2.4     Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 
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L.2.4e  Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

Common Core NJ Power Standards 
 
Informational Text: 
RI.2.1     ASK and ANSWER such questions as who, what, where, when, why and how 

to DEMONSTRATE understanding key details in a text. 
 
RI.2.5      KNOW and USE various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to LOCATE key facts or 
information in a text efficiently. 

 
Writing: 
W.2.2      WRITE informative/explanatory texts in which they INTRODUCE a topic, USE 

evidence based facts and definitions to DEVELOP points, and PROVIDE a 
conclusion. 

 
Language: 
L.2.2b.    USE commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RI.2.1 
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ASK and ANSWER 
 
 

DEMONSTRATE 

such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why and how 
 
understanding key details in a text 

 
1 
 

2 

Students Know: 

 Answers to who, what, where, when, why, and how questions can be found in the 
text. 

 A key detail is a piece of information in an informational text that aids in their 
comprehension. 

 To identify key words within a question. 

 "Who" questions refer to people within a text. 

 "What" questions refer to things or ideas in a text. 

 "Where" questions refer to a location within a text.  

 "When" questions refer to the time of the events within a text. 

 "Why" questions refer to the cause of events within a text. 

 "How" questions refer to events in the text 

 
 

 
Students Can: 

 Answer who, what, where, when, why and how questions about an informational 
text. 

 Formulate who, what, where, when, why and how questions about an 
informational text. 

 Determine what information they are being asked to find in the text. 

 Monitor their comprehension of a text by asking appropriate questions as they 
read 

 
POWER STANDARD:  RI.2.5 

KNOW and USE 
 
LOCATE 

various text features  
 
key facts or information in a text 

 
2 
 

 
 
 

Students Know: 

 Authors use text features to emphasize key ideas or provide additional 
information to enhance the text. 

 Text features are used to locate key facts and information 
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 Captions are short explanations under a picture or visual which give the reader 
additional information about the picture or visual. 

 Bold print is a word or phrase written in darker print to emphasize importance in a 
passage. 

 Subheadings are words or groups of words under a heading which tell the reader 
the content of a specific portion of text. 

 Glossaries are alphabetical lists of important words and their meanings, found at 
the back of a text. 

 Indexes are alphabetical lists of important topics and their page numbers located 
in the back of the text 

 
Students Can: 

 Use text features to locate specific facts and information in a text. 
 Explain how various text features help readers gain information from a text (e.g., 

bold print is used to give emphasis to text). 
 Select the most appropriate text feature to locate a specific piece of information. 
 Evaluate how text features connect to the greater text. 

POWER STANDARD:  W.2.2 

WRITE 
 
INTRODUCE  
 
USE 
 
DEVELOP 
 
 
PROVIDE 

Informative/explanatory texts 
 
a topic   
 
evidence-based facts and 
definitions 
 
points 
 
 
conclusion 

2 
 

1 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 

2 
 

Students Know: 

 Informative/explanatory writing conveys information. 
 A topic is a group of ideas, usually stated in a word or phrase. 
 A fact is information that can be proven with evidence. 
 Definitions are explanations of terms or words. 
 An introduction is a sentence or group of sentences that begins a piece of writing 

and gives the reader an overview of the topic. 
 A conclusion reinforces the ideas presented in the text. 

Students Can: 

 Introduce a topic in their writing. 
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 Determine what facts and explanations are relevant to a topic. 
 Determine what evidence proves a fact. 
 Determine when to define terms to aid the reader's comprehension. 
 Reinforce ideas from their writing in the conclusion. 
 Compose an informative/explanatory paper about a single topic including an 

introduction, facts, definitions, and a conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POWER STANDARD:  L.2.2b 

USE commas (in greetings and closings 
of letters 

1 

Students Know: 

 Greeting and closing are two different parts of a letter. 
 Greeting is a means of expressing "hello". 
 Closing is a means of expressing "goodbye". 
 A comma, when used at the end of a greeting, indicates a pause. 

Students Can: 
 

 Place a comma at the end of a greeting. 
 Place a comma at the end of a closing. 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  
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 key details 

 main topic 

 focus (of text) 

 informative 

 explanatory 

 facts 

 opinion 

 main purpose (of a text) 

 author’s purpose 

 captions 

 bold print 

 headings 

 subheadings 

 glossaries 

 indexes 

 evidence based 
 

 introduce 

 use 

 provide 

 supply 

 informative 

 explanatory 

 fact 

 opinion 

 conclusion 

 support 

 compare 

 contrast 

 locate 

 demonstrate 

 logical connection 

 self reflection 

 norms 

 explicit 

 multimedia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. Why do readers need to ask 
questions? 
 
 
 
 

2. Why do readers need to know and 
use non-fiction text features? 

 

1) You can demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a 
text by asking and answering 
questions such as who, what, 
where, when, why and how. 
 

2) You can locate key facts of 
information in a text by knowing 
and using various text features. 
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3. How do I write 

informative/explanatory texts? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
3) Writers write 

informative/explanatory texts by 
introducing a topic, using 
evidence-based facts and 
definitions to develop points, and 
providing a conclusion.  

 
 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 
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Engaging Learning Experiences 

Engaging Scenario 

 
Great news! The Bronx Zoo is looking to fill some summer intern positions as zookeepers.  
Zookeepers are responsible for maintaining the welfare of the animals they care for as 
well as keeping them happy.  This is the opportunity of a lifetime for animal lovers!  In 
order to qualify as an intern you will need to demonstrate your ability to research and 
learn about an animal and find the information needed to take proper care of it.  You will 
use the information you find to create a poster about an animal of your choosing.  Once 
you complete your poster, you will send it along with a letter to the supervising zoologist 
explaining why you feel you are well suited for the job.  Good luck getting the job! 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:  Designing A Research Plan 

 Brainstorm animals to research and develop a list of questions to help in the 
research. 

Task 2:  Conduct Your Research 

 Working independently, gather sources of information about your chosen animal 
and record key information 

 
Task 3:  Create a Poster or an Animal Fact Book 

 Create a poster or an animal fact book that includes all relevant information 
regarding your selected animal. 

 
Task 4:  Write a Letter 

 Using the information from your research and included in your poster, write a letter 
demonstrating why you think you would make a good zoo intern. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
RI.2.1 
 
Supporting Standards: 
W.2.8,SL.2.1,SL.2.3, SL.2.6     
 
Note to Teacher: 
Prior to beginning this unit you may want to share a fiction book about animals and ask 
students to compare and contrast fictional books about animals verses informational 
books about animals.  When comparing and contrasting you may want to focus on text 
features in both types of books. This would serve as a good lead to the unit and address 
priority standard RL.2.3. 

 
 
Teachers may have the class vote on one animal to research or allow groups of students 
to work on different animals. 
 
Student Directions: 
 
Task 1:  DESIGNING A RESEARCH PLAN:  
 
 

 Brainstorm with your class a list of animals that may be found at a zoo. Vote on the 
animal that your class wants to investigate together. 

 Use a K-W-L chart to think about things you know about the animal and things you 
want to know. 

 Share your work with your group. Add any additional information to your chart. 

 Now the teacher will complete a class K-W-L chart.  Be prepared to share what you 
wrote so you can add it to the class chart. 

 After the completion of the chart you will brainstorm places you can research for the 
information (cite sources). 
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Sample: 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

□ Responses 
showed an 
exceptionally 
high level of 
thinking linked to 
the text. 
 

Proficient  

□ Identified something 

they knew about the 
animal  

□ Wrote questions 

about what they 
wanted to know 

□ Participated in 

collaborative 
conversations with 
group/class 

 

 Meets 2 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_2_ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
RI.2.5, RI.2.1       

 
 
Supporting Standards: 

RL.2.6,RL.2.7,RL.2.9, RF.2.4,W.2.8,SL.2.1,SL.2.2, SL.2.3     
 
Note to Teacher:   
Task 2 is designed to give your students practice in using various non-fiction sources to 
locate information.  Prior to this lesson, you will need to introduce or review an ample array 
of non-fiction text features (captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, etc.) that they 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
Speaking and Listening: 
Participate in collaborative conversations 
as well as asking and answering questions 
about a topic to deepen understanding. 
 
RI.2.1:  Ask and answer such questions 
as who, what, where, when, why and 
how to demonstrate understanding key 
details in a text. (PRIORITY) 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

 Teamwork and Collaboration 
 Initiative and Leadership 
Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

 Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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may encounter while conducting their research. Creating an anchor chart to display in your 
room will help your students in using and getting to know various text features.   
Make every attempt to make readily available, books about animals.  (Remember to 
include sources that encompass the various reading levels of your students.)  Enlist the 
help of your school or local librarian and locating a varying range of books, as well as 
introducing or reviewing with your students how to locate information electronically.   
Students will use the questions they formulated in the previous task to guide their research. 
 
Remind students that their ability to do research and learn about an animal will show that 
they are good candidates for the job of intern zookeeper.  You may want to have your 
students use Post-its to record the information they gather.  It may be helpful to remind or 
inform students their job as a researcher is to read, and record new information.  As they 
read, they should ask and answer their own questions and use pictures and writing to 
record their findings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Directions: 
Task 2:  CONDUCT YOUR RESEARCH:  Working independently or in groups gather 

information from at least 2 different sources (web, books, and articles) on what 
you need to know about your chosen animal that will help you answer the 
questions in your “W” chart. 

 
Be sure to: 
o Gather information from at least two sources. 
o Use at least two varieties of sources. (e.g., books, internet, magazine, etc.) 
o Use a box and bullet to help you find facts about your animal 
o Use all available text features to find your answers. 
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o You may use a graphic organizer to assist you with the research. 
 (see resource section) 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

□ Responses   
show an 
exceptionally high 
level of thinking 
linked to the 
research. 
 

 Proficient  
 

□ Gathered information 

from at least two sources. 
□   Used at least two 

varieties of sources. 
□   Information was 

relevant to the research 
questions 

□   Used text features to 

find answers. 
 

 Meets 3 of 
the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than 3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

 
RI.2.5:  Know and use various text 
features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 
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electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently.  
(PRIORITY) 
RI.2.1:  Ask and answer such questions 
as who, what, where, when, why and how 
to demonstrate understanding key 
details in a text.  (PRIORITY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Curiosity and Imagination 
 Innovation and Creativity  
 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 Flexibility and Adaptability 
 Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 
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Power Standards: 
RI.2.5     KNOW and USE various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 

subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to LOCATE key 

facts or information in a text efficiently. 

W.2.2      Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use 

evidence-based facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 

conclusion. 

 

 
Supporting Standards 
W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.7, W.2.8, SL.2.2, SL.2.6, L.2. 
 
Note to Teacher:  Task 3 will assess students’ ability to know and use various non-fiction 
text features.  They are to create a poster or animal fact book that includes all relevant 
information regarding their selected animal. 
The purpose of this assignment is for students to summarize and organize their newfound 
information into a poster or book.  Creating the poster or book provides the students with a 
purpose for learning.  The poster or book is a means by which students share their learning 
with others. 
It is once again suggested that you refer to The Primary Comprehension Toolkit, Lesson 
21:  “Explore and Investigate” will help you guide your students in creating their projects. 
 
You may want to model by creating an exemplar in which you draw and label pictures and 
use put your posters with information on a poster.  Model how you would decide which 
information to include on your poster based on the questions formulated in research plan 
from Task 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Directions: 
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 Task 3:  CREATE A POSTER or ANIMAL FACT BOOK:  Working independently, 
create a poster or book that includes all relevant information regarding your selected 
animal. 
Be sure to: 

o Answer all the questions generated in your research plan. 
o Use pertinent facts and definitions. 
o Display you information in a visually attractive way.  
o Include some interesting or humorous facts about your animal. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

□  Responses 

show an 
exceptionally 
high level of 
thinking linked to 
the research. 
 

 Proficient  
Know and used various 
text features to locate key 
facts or information in a 
text efficiently to: 

□ Answer all or most 

questions generated in 
research plan. 

□ Use pertinent 

evidence-based facts and 
definitions. 

□ Display information in 

a visually attractive way. 

□ Include interesting or 

humorous facts about 
animal. 

 Meets 3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
W.2.2      Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use 

evidence-based facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a 

conclusion. 

 
 
L.2.2b.    USE commas in greetings and closings of letters. 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

Writing:   
Gathering information from various sources 
to answer questions. 
Creating visual display of ideas. 
 
RI.2.5     Know and use various text 
features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently. 
(PRIORITY) 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

 Initiative and Leadership 
 Curiosity and Imagination 
 Innovation and Creativity  
 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 Flexibility and Adaptability 
 Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Supporting Standards 
W.2.5, SL.2.6, L.2.1     
 
 
Note to teacher:   
Mini-lessons on letter writing must be taught prior to Task 4. 
A lesson on the correct use of commas should be taught prior to students   
completing task 4.  The letter task should go through the writing process, 
which includes conferencing with the teacher, revising, editing, and publishing. 
 
 
 
 
Student Directions: 
Task 4:  WRITE A LETTER:  Write a letter in which you explain how the completion of the 

previous tasks shows that you are a qualified candidate for the position.  
 
Be sure to: 

o Introduce yourself and state the purpose of your letter.  
o Give information about your ability to perform the job. 
o Use evidence-based facts to develop points and 

connect ideas with information. 
o Use complete sentences. 
o Check for accurate spelling. 
o Check for proper use of punctuations, including commas. 
o Provide a conclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 
4  3  

 
2  
 

1  
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 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

□ Included some 

relevant opinion 
generated on 
basis of 
observations 

 Proficient  
Student wrote a letter 
which: 
 

□Included self-

introduction. 

□Stated purpose of 

letter. 

□Explained reasons  

□Used evidence-

based facts to 
develop points 

□Used commas 

correctly 

□ Used complete 

sentences. 

□Used accurate 

spelling. 

□Used proper 

punctuations. 

□Provided a 

conclusion. 
 

 

 Meets 6-8 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
6 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 

 

Research-Based Effective  21st Century Learning Skills 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 
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Teaching Strategies 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
 Identifying Similarities and Differences 
 Summarizing and Note Taking 
 Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 
 Homework and Practice 
 Nonlinguistic Representations 
 Cooperative Learning 
 Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 
 Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 
 Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

 Teamwork and Collaboration 
 Initiative and Leadership 
 Curiosity and Imagination 
 Innovation and Creativity  
 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 Flexibility and Adaptability 
 Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction for 
Special 

Education 
Students 

Strategies for English 
Language Learners 

 

 Think Alouds –  

 Students read text 
aloud.  As they read, 
they pause to discuss 
what was read. 

 Turn ‘n’ Talk –  

 Engage students in 
conversation about 
their learning.  
Students summarize 
key understanding 
while teacher listens 

 

 Use multimodality 
resources that go 
beyond print –  

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/Music 

 Performance 

 Guided 
Questions –  

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? 

 

 Review I.E.P. in 
order to 
determine 
specific 
interventions 
and strategies 
for students with 
special needs. 

 Set specific 
goals based on 
student’s 
strengths, 
challenges, as 

To help your English 

language learners, try 

this: 

 Before asking 

students to share 

what they learned, 

allow them to 

read, hear, or view 

information 

several times. 

 

 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

 Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

 Innovation and Creativity  
 Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 Flexibility and Adaptability 
 Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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and clears 
misconceptions. 

 Guided Questions –  

 Who? When? Where? 
What? Why? 
Questions asked on 
the level of the 
students 
understanding. 

 How do specific 
features help get 
information from non 
fiction texts? 

 Model Writing – 

 Write an 
informative/explanator
y piece with entire 
class to help students 
envision what is 
expected of them. 

 Share an example of 
an 
informative/explanator
y text.  Have students 
point out some key 
facts and details.  

 Sentence Surgery – 

 Students write simple 
sentence on sentence 
strip or dry erase 
board.  Teacher reads 
one of five cards:  
who? When? Where? 
Why? How?  -  
Students are 
encouraged to add 
details to expand their 
sentence.  (Visual of 
this activity can be 
found on blog “quick 
formative 
assessments for the k-
1 classroom”.  Link is 
referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” 
portion of this 
document.) 

 Write About – 

 Working on a topic, 
students draw picture 
of their topic on top left 
corner.  They list key 
vocabulary about their 
topic in top right 
corner.  On bottom of 

Questions asked 
on the level of the 
students 
understanding. 

 Additional Supports  

 Finding of 
answers in 
provided texts 
rather than by 
random 
guessing. 

 Help students 
identify key 
words in text. 

 Examine picture 
or illustration that 
accompanies 
words to 
determine how 
ideas and 
information are 
expressed. 

 Sentence Surgery  

 Students write 
simple sentence 
on sentence strip 
or dry erase 
board.  Teacher 
reads one of five 
cards:  who? 
When? Where? 
Why? How?  -  
Students are 
encouraged to 
add details to 
expand their 
sentence. 

 3-2-1 Summarizer 

 Students write 3 
facts they 
learned, 2 
questions they 
have or wonder 
about, and 1 
personal 
connection they 
can make to the 
information. 

 

well as learning 
or behavior 
issues. 

 Some 
suggestions are 
– 

 Providing a 
work area 
that if free of 
distractions. 

 Breaking 
down 
assignment 
into shorter 
parts as well 
as allowing 
for extra 
time. 

 Adapt 
different 
ways of 
presenting 
task to 
address 
different 
learning 
style. 

 
 

 If possible, pair 

English language 

learners who 

speak the same 

primary language 

together so they 

can talk about 

their ideas before 

sharing with the 

group.  This builds 

student 

confidence in 

responding to 

texts and other 

media. 

 

 Organize groups 

for students to 

practice sharing 

their ideas in 

English.  It is also 

essential to 

practice with your 

whole class how 

to give students 

learning English 

wait time so they 

can speak on their 

own, and how to 

encourage, not 

correct, when they 

are speaking in 

English. 

 
 

 Work with 

students in a small 

group before or 

after a whole-class 

lesson or 

demonstration.  

Meeting with them 

prior to the lesson 

will give them an 

edge on 

understanding 

what you’re 

demonstrating; 

meeting after the 

lesson will give 

them time to 
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page, they write a 
paragraph using 
words from vocabulary 
list.  (Visual of this 
activity can be found 
on blog “quick 
formative 
assessments for the k-
1 classroom”.  Link is 
referenced in the 
“Technology-Based” 
portion of this 
document.) 

 3-2-1 Summarizer 

 Students write 3 facts 
they learned, 2 
questions they have 

or wonder about, and 
1 personal 
connection they can 
make to the 
information. 

 Noting What I’ve Learned 
– 

 Note taking strategy:  
divide paper into two 
columns – one for 
main ideas and 
another for details.  
Boxes are added to 
include drawings. 

 Enrichment – 

 Students gather 
information by locating 
specific informational 
text features using 
higher leveled books. 

 

discuss and 

process more 

thoroughly. 

 
Small Group Instruction –  

 Select text with 
simpler structure. 

 Working in a 
graphic organizer 
or chart paper, 
help students 
discuss and 
record information 
as they read. 

 Focus on text 
features that help 
students 
understand how 
text is organized. 

 Color code 
different features. 

 Meet with students 
before a whole-
class lesson and 
explain what will 
be discussed in 
whole group 
lesson. 

 Allow students to 
illustrate their 
information. 

 Turn ‘n’ Talk –  
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Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

 
Using classroom and school library: 
 
Use non-fiction books about animals, zoology, 
zookeepers. 
 
Find recent newspaper articles on a natural 
disaster 
 
Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 
Book-Strategy 1 “Monitor Comprehension” 
Book-Strategy 5 “Determine Importance”  
 
In particular, you may want to look at the 
following lessons:  “Notice and Think About 
Nonfiction Features”, “Explore Nonfiction 
Features”, “Use Questions as Tools for 
Learning”, “Explore Nonfiction Features”, “Use 

 
The following websites are referenced in the 
“Differentiation Strategies” section and can be 
very helpful in understanding a wealth of quick 
assessment activities you can do with your 
students: 
 
http://www.somersetacademy.com/ 
ourpages/auto/2014/4/29/48268612/25%20 
Formative%20Assessments.pdf 
 
http://blogs.goaj.org/fpesccss/2014/04/19/nine-
quick-formative-assessments-for-the-k-1-
classroom/ 
 
 
The following websites will help with teaching the 
unit: 
 

http://www.somersetacademy.com/
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Questions as Tools for Learning”, “Read with 
a Question in Mind”, “Share Your Learning”, 
“Explore and Investigate”, etc. 
 
 
Wonders Resources: 
 

Animal research project 

 

Reading/Writing Workshop: 

Unit 1: Taking Care of Pepper 81 

Unit 2: A Prairie Guard Dog 145, Eagles and 
Eaglets 161 

 

Literature Anthology: 

Unit 2: At Home in the River 185 

Unit 4: Rain Forests 319 

 Letter writing 

 

Reading/Writing Workshop: 

Unit 1: Finding Cal 65 

Unit 4: Happy New Year! 299 

Unit 5: A Difficult Decision 343 
 
 
Units of Study-Lucy Calkins 
If…Then…Curriculum 
     Informational Writing, pgs. 91-100 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_freedoms 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zookeeper 
 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/ 
 
Anchor Chart Ideas: 
 
https://stonybrook.digication.vom/susan_dubois_ 
portfolio/Nonfiction_Text_Features_Anchor_ 
Chart 
 
 
http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/wp- 
content/pdf/nonfiction/featuresanchor.pdf 
 
 
 
Graphic Organizer for Task 1 
https://app.box.com/s/zf8nhf2zun3g2vgbs4sw 
 
http://oakdome.com/k5/lesson-
plans/internet/common-core-animal-research-
graphic-organizer.php 
 
 
Task 2 
http://www.hallsville.org/elementary/lockwood/we
bquests/animalwq/Animal%20Project%20Graphi
c%20Organizer%20Read%20Write%20Think.pdf 
(research forms) 
 
KWL Chart 
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/kwl.html 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/less
on_images/lesson924/kwl.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_freedoms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zookeeper
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
https://stonybrook.digication.vom/susan_dubois_
http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/wp-
https://app.box.com/s/zf8nhf2zun3g2vgbs4sw
http://oakdome.com/k5/lesson-plans/internet/common-core-animal-research-graphic-organizer.php
http://oakdome.com/k5/lesson-plans/internet/common-core-animal-research-graphic-organizer.php
http://oakdome.com/k5/lesson-plans/internet/common-core-animal-research-graphic-organizer.php
http://www.hallsville.org/elementary/lockwood/webquests/animalwq/Animal%20Project%20Graphic%20Organizer%20Read%20Write%20Think.pdf
http://www.hallsville.org/elementary/lockwood/webquests/animalwq/Animal%20Project%20Graphic%20Organizer%20Read%20Write%20Think.pdf
http://www.hallsville.org/elementary/lockwood/webquests/animalwq/Animal%20Project%20Graphic%20Organizer%20Read%20Write%20Think.pdf
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/kwl.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson924/kwl.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson924/kwl.pdf
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Lessons to Support Tasks 

 
To support students in asking and answering questions about key details in a text: 

 Model asking questions about a text by writing questions on chart paper or annotating in 

the margins when using a whiteboard.  Try to ask more analytical (how, why) questions 

than literal (who, what, where, when) questions. 

 

 Elaborate on what led you to ask a question.  When reading a book about beavers, you 

might say, “Whenever I see a picture of a beaver, they’re chewing on a tree branch.  I 

wonder why they do this.”  This will help students recognize that a question is typically an 

extension of something we already know. 

 

 Demonstrate how the answers to many of their questions can be found in the text.  If the 

text is on a chart or in a big book, mark the answers to questions with sticky notes or 

highlighting tape, calling attention to the exact words that help answer a question. 

 

To have students recognize the difference between stories and books that give 

information: 

 Compare a literary (fiction) text and an informational (nonfiction) text that on the surface 

appear to be about the same topic.  At first glance, for example, both may seem to be 

about wolves, but upon closer examination the nonfiction (expository) text describes what 

wolves are like, the nature of their packs, how they are related to dogs, and so on.  The 

literary text, on the other hand, is actually about a wolf named Willy who runs away from 

his pack because he doesn’t feel appreciated. 

 

 Make two charts and title them “What Authors of Stories Do” and “What Authors of 

Informational Texts Do” when they write.  Add to each list as you read aloud and share 

texts with students.  You might list on the story chart that authors “make up the story” and 

“often include magic.”  On the informational text chart you might write that authors “give 

true information” and “sometimes include a glossary. 

 

 When conferring with students, have them select a literary text and an informational text 

from their book bag or basket.  Ask them to explain the differences between the two.  

(Make sure that students have a healthy balance of literary and informational texts in their 

independent book bag or basket.) 

 

 Give a committee of students the opportunity to determine whether new books you receive 

for your classroom library are literary or informational.  Ask them to explain and discuss 

their decisions with the rest of the class. 
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 Help students recognize that there is a category of picture books – blended books – that 

combine elements of literary and informational texts.  While the overall structure of a 

blended book may follow a typical story line, the author also includes a significant amount 

of content knowledge about the topic.  Gather examples of blended books in a separate 

basket and label it “Blended Picture Books.” 

 

To help students describe the overall structure of stories: 

 When reading stories, use a variety of story structure graphic organizers to help students 

understand how stories are organized (see examples of 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion).  To achieve this goal, it’s also helpful to 

show students how other genres are organized in contrast – procedural and expository 

texts, for example. 

 

 Make copies of graphic organizers for students to use occasionally and as needed when 

reading in small groups and independently.  However, be very careful not to overdo their 

use. 

 

To help students use various informational text features: 

 As students read and write, call attention to informational text features (e.g., tables of 

contents, headings, pictures/captions, and scale drawings) and the purpose each serves.  

Encourage students to use such features as they write nonfiction.  Photocopy pages of 

student writing in which students have used text features and have students paste their 

examples into a large blank book, which can be either handmade or purchased online.  

Title the book “Our Nonfiction Text Feature Book” and add to it throughout the year. 

 

 Invite students to sort informational text features into two categories according to the jobs 

they do – those that help readers “access information” and those that “extend information.”  

For example, tables of contents, headings, and indexes help readers access or find 

information; captions, illustrations, glossaries, scale drawings, and charts help to elaborate 

and extend information that is presented in the text (words). 

 

 Help students recognize that the use of bold print means something different in literature 

than it means in informational texts.  In informational texts, bold print indicates that the 

word (concept, idea) is important and directs readers to pay close attention to its meaning 

as describe in the text, the graphics and the glossary.  In literature, bold is used to indicate 

the intensity with which something is experienced or for emphasis. 

 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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W.2.2 

To introduce students to informative/explanatory texts: 

 Begin by defining the terms.  You might say something like, “Informative and explanatory 

are pretty fancy words, but let’s make them simple.  Informative texts inform and 

explanatory texts explain.  They are very much alike in their purposes.  For example, a 

newspaper informs us about today’s news; I inform you about class rules.  What do you do 

when you are teaching a friend how to play a game?  You explain it, right?  So as we read 

informative/explanatory texts, remember they are focused on information, and explaining 

it.” 

 

 Provide numerous examples of published informative/explanatory texts weeks before you 

ask students to write, calling attention to the introductions, key ideas or points, 

organization, graphics, and endings.  This will give you opportunities to acquaint students 

with the features they will need to know when they plan and write in this genre. 

 

 As you read texts aloud, ask students to determine the author’s purpose.  Make a chart 

(then post it and add to it throughout the year).  For example, they might decide that Nicola 

Davies’s purpose in Big Blue Whale is for readers to know how amazing blue whales are, 

or that Roma Gans wrote Let’s Go Rock Collecting to encourage young readers to collect 

rocks on their own. 

 

 As you discuss these texts, point out illustration techniques such as pictures (both 

illustrations and photographs), pictures with captions, maps, and diagrams.  Give students 

the opportunity to recognize how each technique helps convey information. 

 

To help students find a topic to write about: 

 Observe students during reading time and see which topics they like.  For example, if you 

notice students going for the books on sharks or space, gather texts on those topics.  Put 

each collection (even three or four books and articles for starters) in a labelled plastic bag 

or book basket so students have access to these sets. 

 

 Have students write informative/explanatory texts on science or social studies topics you’re 

investigating.  This helps to lighten one of the greatest challenges K-2 students face 

regarding nonfiction writing: they’re typically unable to read the texts containing the 

information they’ll need for their writing.  By aligning the writing topics with books/topics 

you’ll be reading aloud and using in shared reading, guided reading, online resources, and 

field trips, you’re building background knowledge they can access when writing. 
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To teach students to write an informative/explanatory text: 

 Model writing an informative/explanatory piece with the entire class.  This will help students 

envision what’s expected of them.  Provide instructions on how to do each of the following: 

 

 Introduce a topic and decide on the key points to include: 

 

o Gather informational texts on a variety of topics and have students notice how authors 

introduce their topics.  Authors often try to hook readers by posing intriguing “Did you 

know…?”  or “Have you ever…?” questions, by starting with an overview paragraph of 

subtopics the book addresses, or by asking a broad question such as “What is the 

solar system?” 

 

o Share examples of nicely narrowed topics to get across to students that “bite-size” 

topics (e.g., how kangaroos feed their young) make for more manageable writing.  

Have students work collaboratively on a nonfiction alphabet book using a topic about 

which students are passionate.  After considerable brainstorming to identify concepts 

within the topic that fit with each letter of the alphabet, have each student volunteer to 

be responsible for writing a brief, several-sentence piece about a single letter/word.  

Assemble all 26 entries (with illustrations) into a class book. 

 

o Share with students a poster-size example of an informative/explanatory text.  After 

they’ve identified the topic, have them point out (and mark with sticky notes) some of 

the key facts and details.  Keep a class chart posted on the wall and record how 

authors communicate details through the use of sensory language, comparisons, bold 

print, and dates and numbers. 

 

 Use facts and definitions to develop points: 

 

o Give each student a piece of paper and have each list one important fact about his or 

her topic at the top.  One at a time, call on students to share the facts they’ve written 

and try to say more about them.  For example, if a student writes that beavers have 

sharp teeth, you might ask her what beavers use their teeth for, or ask her to describe 

what the teeth look like.  Explain to the class that this is the type of detail and 

elaboration they need to include in their writing. 

 

o Call students’ attention to how authors sometimes include definitions within the body of 

a text itself to explain important words or concepts.  Such a definition is often explicitly 

stated within the same sentence as the important word – as a phrase alongside the 

word – or in the sentence directly following. 
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 Organize their writing: 

 

o Provide students with 4-by-6-inch index cards and have them write one idea or point 

on each card.  After students read over what they’ve written, they can rearrange the 

cards into an order that makes their information easier for the reader to follow and 

understand.  Once they do this students often recognize that they’ve forgotten to 

include something important or that they need to more effectively introduce their topic 

or conclude the piece. 

 

o Give students in grades 1 and 2 a sheet of copy paper that’s been sectioned off into 

four quadrants.  Have them write one sentence in each box about their topic as a 

whole or one key idea or point they’re trying to make about the main topic.  For 

example, if the main topic of a piece is the rain forest, a student might write four key 

ideas (one in each box) about the rain forest in general, or he might write details about 

one section of his piece, such as the emergent layer of the rain forest.  Either way, this 

method allows students to review the order of their points, cut the boxes apart, and 

reorder them as needed.  Grade 2 students might simply renumber the boxes instead 

of cutting and pasting. 

 

 End their pieces: 

 

o Share published writing with students so they can see how authors conclude their 

pieces.  Have students practice writing a variety of conclusions for their texts. 

 

o Create a list of ways authors conclude their pieces and have students choose from the 

list.  Authors might try to enlist the help of the reader in working toward a cause, ask 

them to try an experiment at home, include a recipe for them to make, or encourage 

them to join an organization. 

 

 Illustrate their texts effectively: 

o After showing students their options for illustrating their informational/ explanatory 

pieces – pictures (illustrations and photos), pictures with captions, diagrams, and maps 

– invite several students to share their writing with the class and discuss how they 

might illustrate various sections.  Ask the student authors to read portions of their 

pieces aloud and state whether or not they plan to illustrate their texts and, if so, how.  

Encourage classmates to also offer suggestions.  When possible, put the writing up on 

a whiteboard so that all students can see it easily. 
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